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Excluded In Competitive Examination 
N a late issue of the Attivita Femminile 
Sociale, organ of the National Council 
of Italian Women, is an account of a pro- 
test’ by Italian women to the Minister of 
the Interior against the action of the au- 
thorities of Arezzo, who have excluded 
women from a competitive examination 
for positions in the city hospital. This 
exclusion, the women declare, is in viola- 
tion of the Italian law which guarantees 
to women a free opportunity to enter the 
medical profession on the same terms with 
men. 


French Feminist Play Produced 
N the April 5th issue of La Francaise is 
a notice concerning a feminist play 
written by Mme. Jane Misme, a prominent 
French feminist and former editor of La 
Francaise. This play, “L’Advocate” (The 
Woman Lawyer) was produced in Paris 
in March, and received a great deal of at- 
tention from the critics. In the course of 
the play the author has introduced many 
telling feminist arguments. She has made 
the heroine not a “misunderstood” nor un- 
balanced type, but a modern woman of 
lofty ideals combined with a sense of pro- 
portion and feeling for reality. 


First Indian Women Magistrates 
N a recent number of Stri-Dharma, the 
Indian feminist paper, is a notice that 
four women have been nominated magis- 
trates in the city of Bombay by the Gov- 
ernment. They are Lady Cowasji Jehan- 
gir, Lady Jagmohandas Varjiandas, Dil- 
shad Begum and Mrs. H. Hodgkinson, the 
latter being also a member of the Munici- 
pal Women Councillors of Bombay. 


Swiss Women In Politics 
HE Vaterland, a Catholic paper, pub- 
lished in Switzerland, declares in an 
editorial that it is convinced of the impor- 


tance of giving women a place in the legis- . 


lature. In Switzerland, it is claimed, the 
women’s interests demand women repre- 
sentatives to protect them. 


Equal Guardianship Of Children 
PROTEST against the attitude of the 
Government toward the Equal 
Guardianship Bill introduced in the 
House of Commons recently by Mrs. Win- 
tringham has been published by a group 
of women’s organizations in England, as 
follows: 


“We desire, on behalf of our re 
spective organizations, to call atten- 
tion to the critical parliamentary sit- 
uation with regard to the question of 
Equal Rights and responsibilities for 
parents with respect to the guardian- 
ship, maintenance, and custody of 
their children. We desire further to 
urge on the Government the impor- 
tance attached by the women of the 
country to its giving practical effect 
to the Labour Party’s statement that 


Feminist Notes 


‘Labour stands for Equal Rights and 
privileges in parenthood.’ 

“Mrs. Wintringham’s Bill, iniati- 
ated, as were the other bills on the 
same subject which have for several 
years been before Parliament, by the 
National Union of Societies for Equal 
Citizenship, and supported by our 
own and many other organizations, 
contains the principles (1) that moth- 
ers and fathers shall have Equal 
Rights and responsibilities with re- 
gard to their children, and (2) that 
both parents shall maintain their chil- 
dren according to their means. Your 
readers will remember that this bill 
on the occasion of its second reading 
on April 4th secured the support of 
all parties, and was passed without a 
division. The Government, while ex- 
pressing its adherence to the prin- 
ciples of Mrs. Wintringham’s Bill, an- 
nounced its intention of introducing 
a bill of its own, embodying these 
principles. 

“When the proposed Government 
measure was outlined it became ap- 
parent that it in no way embodies the 
principles of Mrs. Wintringham’s 
Bill, but provides instead only certain 
minor reforms. It fails to give a 
mother the legal status she now so 
pitifully lacks with regard to her child 
by making her joint guardian with the 
father ; it fails to increase these rights 
of application to the Courts in case of 
disputes with regard to the child 
which a mother now possesses, and 
which, for the most part, are limited 
to cases in which the mother actually 
is or wishes to be separated from the 


- father; it fails adequately to provide 


for the proper maintenance of the chil- 
dren when the parents are living to- 
gether. We, therefore, appeal to the 
Government either to give further fa- 
cilities for Mrs. Wintringham’s Bill, 
or to widen the provisions of the pro- 
posed Government measure so as to 
contain in fact the principles of Mrs. 
Wintringham’s Bill. The failure to 
follow one of the courses would in- 
evitably be regarded as a breach of 
faith on the part of the Government, 
not only by the organizations we rep- 
resent, but by a great number of the 
mothers of the country. 


“EK. Nort Barcuay, 
Mothers’ Union. 
“Epita C. MorGan, 
Nat. Coun., W. of G. B. & I. 
“EK. M. WHIT, 
Nat. Fed., W. C. 8. 
“G. DENMAN, 
Nat. Fed. of Women’s Inst. 
“ELEANOR F’. RATHBONE, 
Nat. Union, 8. for E. C. 
“RHONDDA, 
Six Point Group. 
“RutH EIcHHOLzZ, 
Union of Jewish Women. 
“A. H. ALLEN, 
Women’s Co-operative Guild. 
“Arice ScHOFIELD CoaTEs, 
Women’s Freedom League. 
“BrerTHA MASON, 
Women’s Local Gov. Soc. 
“VioLeT BoNHAM CARTER, 
Women’s Nat. Lib. Asso. 
“H. M. Procter, 


League Of Women Voters Convention 
IE League of Women Voters held its 
fifth annual convention at Buffalo, 

New York, the last week in April. The 

program of work adopted at this confer- 

ence, to be carried out the following year, 
is threefold. Resolutions were passed to 

work for the World Court—to work for a 

Child Labor Amendment, and last, to stim- 

ulate a “get-out-the-vote campaign.” The 

program to work for an amendment to the 
constitution giving equal divorce laws has 
been abandoned. 

The new officers of the League, elected 
at the Buffalo convention, are: Belle 
Sherwin, president (to replace Mrs. Maud 
Wood Park); Julia, Lathrop, first vice- 
president; Mrs. Minnie Fisher Cunning- 
ham, second vice-president; Elizabeth J. 
Hauser, secretary; Katherine Ludington, 
treasurer. The committee chairmen 
elected are: Mrs. John Jay O’Connor, 
Child Welfare; Mrs. Walter Du Bois 
Brookings, Education; Esther A. Dun- 
shee, Legal Status of Women; Mrs. Har- 
ris T. Baldwin, Living Costs; Mrs. Anne 
Webster, Social Hygiene; Mollie Ray 
Carroll, Women in Industry. The regional 


_ chairmen are Mrs. James E. Cheeseman, 


Gertrude Ely, Adele Clark, Mrs. William 
G. Hibbard, Marguerite M. Wells, Mrs. 
Charles H. Dietrich, Mrs. W. A. Shockley. 


Women Help Pick Tammany Head 
OR the first time, women were given 
an opportunity in helping name the 
head of Tammany Hall in New York City. 
Women were placed on the committee to 
recommend the new chief of the organiza- 
tion to take the place of the late Charles 
F. Murphy. The New York World of May 
10th, in publishing a number of letters 
from well-known women in the political 
world, giving their views on the inclusion 
of women in Tammany’s council of politi- 
cal leaders, prints one by a member of the 
Woman’s Party. This letter is from Mrs. 
Mary A. Murray, president of the Brook- 
lyn Rapid Transit Women’s League of 
New York City. It reads: 


“Speaking not only as head of the 
Brooklyn Rapid Transit Women’s 
League, but also as a member of the 
Woman’s Party, I realize that Tam- 
many Hall in admitting women to its 
management is just falling in line 
with the ever-growing sentiment 
throughout the country for Equal 
Rights for women. All parties must 
come to it or lose the votes and influ- 
ence of women. Women are waking 
up and are no longer willing to work 
for man, but with him, on an equal 
plane. Progressive groups all over 
the United States are mobilizing be- 
hind the Equal Rights Movement. As 
a working woman, my principal inter- 
est is to secure Equal Rights for 
women in industry, because if there 
is one class of women more than an- 
other who should have equality with 
man, it is the women who depend 
upon their weekly wage.” 
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What We Think In Holland 


INCE there are still many women 
in the United States who are in fa- 
vor of special labor legislation ap- 
plying to women but not to men, I will 
give the story of what has happened in my 
country—Holland—where ‘many years 
ago a group of women thought they ought 
to work for special labor laws applying 
only to women. 

These women were soon able to pass the 
special labor laws for women which they 
wanted, because they were backed by the 
men laborers and by the government. The 
men knew what protective laws for a cer- 
tain part of laborers meant; for instance, 
when the discussion in our Parliament 
was going on, one of the members of Par- 
liament amended the proposal to protect 
women laborers so as to include boys un- 
der 18 years of age, but this was opposed 
on the ground that they ought not to make 
it impossible for a boy of that age to earn 
full wages. 

But these special protective laws apply- 
ing to women and not to men meant more 
than that women could not earn full 
wages. They meant that in less than one 


By Aletta Jacobs, M.D. 


[Editor’s Note: Dr. Jacobs is one of the lead- 
ing feminists of Holland and was one of the 
pioneers in the woman suffrage movement in 
that country. She is Honorary President of the 
National Society of Women Citizens in the 
Netherlands. She was the first woman medical 
doctor in Holland. | 


year the women were thrown out of their 
jobs in fifteen different branches of indus- 
try. Among these branches were the laun- 
dries, the flower shops, the butter indus- 
try and the dairies. These poor women 
who had to earn a living for themselves, 


- and often for their children and sick or 


invalid husbands as well, had to begin 
some home industry or to go out as char- 
women from one home to another. They 
earned less than before. They had to work 
longer and harder than before, and under 
far worse hygienic conditions. That was 
what the special labor legislation apply- 
ing to women but not applying to men 
brought to the women. 

After many years we finally got labor 
legislation for men and women alike. 


Men and women were forbidden to work 
at night, to work more than eight hours a 
day, to work on Sundays, etc. The only 
difference was that pregnant women and 
young mothers were forbidden to work 
two weeks before and four weeks after 
their confinement. This was maternity 
legislation designed to protect the new- 
born child, and was not sex legislation. 

But although these equal labor laws for 
men and women have now been five years. 
in operation, we still cannot get women 
back into the industries in which they had 
worked before, because the men who took 
their places when the special labor laws 
went into operation still keep these places, 
and women cannot regain the positions 
which they had lost when the special labor 
laws were enacted. 

The progressive women in Holland now 
realize, as a result of this experience, that 
labor laws should be for both men and 
women, and not on a sex basis. We are 
absolutely opposed to labor legislation on 
a sex basis, though we are for maternity 
legislation which, of course, is not on a 
sex basis, but is on the basis of maternity. 


Equal Rights In U 5S. A. 


HERE is proceeding in the 
United States a controversy on 
equality in law for women and 
on ways of securing it that is causing 
widespread interest and discussion of the 
question on the platform and in the Press. 
This controversy has been caused by the 
action taken by the National Woman’s 
Party, which will be remembered by suf- 
fragists as the ‘militant’ body in the 


American fight for votes led by Alice ~ 


Paul, who is still leader. 

“The National Woman’s Party has stood 
for equality since the vote was won, and 
has now arrived at very definite ideas on 
the action that should, in their view, be 
taken to secure it. It decided some 
time ago that it should be done by an 
amendment to the Constitution, and it 
has called its amendment, which reads, 
‘Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction,’ the Lu- 
cretia Mott Amendment. This amend- 
ment has been introduced into Congress 
by Representative Anthony, a nephew of 
Susan B. Anthony, and into the Senate by 
Senator Curtis of Kansas. A ‘hearing’ 
(similar to our House Standing Commit- 
tees) has been conducted on the amend- 
ment, and among those giving evidence 
have been many of the leading women in 
the States, most of them in opposition. 

“Every other body of women interested 
in political and industrial affairs appears 
to be opposed to the amendment, and seven 
bodies, including the National League of 


Reprinted From The Woman’s Leader, 
An English Feminist Paper, For May 2 


Women Voters, the American Association 
of University Women, the Young Women’s 
Christian Association, the National Con- 
sumers’ League and the National Wom- 
en’s Trade Union League, appealed to Con- 
gress to oppose the amendment on the 


ground that ‘Existing inequalities of law 


affecting men and women as such are so 
complicated in character that only specific 


* legislation can reach them effectively,’ 


and also ‘The amendment the National 
Woman’s Party proposes would endanger 
existing statutes providing a 48-hour 
week, 8 or 9 or 10-hour day, and other in- 
dustrial pension laws, penalties for rape, 
and various other laws applicable or nec- 
essary to one sex but not to the other.’ 


“The National Woman’s Party reply to 
all objections and argue that the amend- 
ment ‘would override all existing laws 
discriminating against women, no matter 
how complicated in character, and would 
prevent discriminatory laws from being 
enacted by any State in the future,’ and 
‘that it would not affect existing labour 


legislation, except to establish the prin- 


ciple that industrial legislation should 
apply to all workers, both men and 
women, in any given occupation and not 
to women alone.’ 

“Inez Haynes Irwin, among others, in 
stating the case for the amendment in the 


Press, gives example after example of in- 
equalities in the state laws, and shows 
that in their view these injustices cannot 
be swept away except by establishing the 
principle in the constitution. 

“The opposition, Mrs. Florence Kelley 
taking a leading part, argues that this 
method of attaining equality is dangerous 
in the extreme, as it would sweep away all 
such laws as Widows’ Pensions (the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party replies by saying 
that Colorado already gives widowers pen- 
sions where there is need), all maternity 
protection, and all industrial protective 
laws for women, and that it is too dan- 
gerous a way. 

“The National Woman’s Party, not at 
first holding the principle, now affirms 
that it believes all special industrial legis- 
lation for women should be swept away, 
and the controversy really rages most 
fiercely round this point. 

“There is unanimity of opinion among 
all the groups on many of the equal issues, 
but the group in opposition contends that 
real equality can be gained best by specific 
acts and not by blanket legislation, and 
it is strongly opposed to sweeping away 
all special industrial legislation for 
women. The National Woman’s Party 
meantime continues its research law work, 
codifying state laws, and showing their 
inequalities, and their clever publicity re- 
sults in a great deal of thought being given 
to the question of equality for women alli 


over the United States of America. 


“HELEN 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN'S PARTY 


To remove all forms of the subjection of 
women. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMEN1 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States 
and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation” 
Senate Joint Resolution Number 21. 
House Joint Resolution Number 75. 


Introduced in the Senate, December 10, 1923, 
by Senator Curris. 
Introduced in the House of Representatives, 
December 18, 1923, 
by REPRESENTATIVE D. BR. ANTHONY. 


Equal Rights 
Working Internationally 


URING the week that has passed the Woman’s Party leaders have come 
closely in touch with leaders among women in a number of other coun- 
tries, and the first steps have been taken in forming a working relationship 
between them. This contact has brought encouragement and stimulus to 
those of us who are striving in this country for Equal Rights, and it has led to 
an appeal from those whom we have met to join with them in working for our 
common aim. 

The different parts of the world are coming so close together, the inter- 
national aspect of life is becoming so important, that the time is ripe for 
women of all nations to share their ideas, to make suggestions to each other, 
to help each other, and to unite their forces, in order that, in the shortest 


. possible period, the position of women may be transformed the world over. 


Women are already beginning to unite for peace, for better labor condi- 
tions, for educational objects, for suffrage, and in various artistic, scientific 
and cultural movements—but there has been little effective co-operation in 
raising the status of women. The plans made this past week are the beginning, 
we believe, of a strong international relationship uniting all women who 
are determined that the subjection of women shall be banished not only 
from their own respective countries, but from all the earth. 


The Bogeyman Argument 


HERE is something very like a bad dream in hearing certain of the 

arguments advanced against Equal Rights. One is conscious of having 
experienced the sensation before, but the context is different and confusing. 
Suddenly the light dawns—it is the old “bogeyman” argument again that cut 
such a figure in the days of “votes for women.” Here he is once more a vast 
and threatening figure, ill-defined and vague, forsooth; but on that account all 
the more terrifying. Much like that dreadful shape in our youth that lurked 
on a dark stairway, or hid under our beds, or walked abroad in the garden at 
night sending the young ones scuttling into the house at dusk in a panic lest 
he catch and hold them. 

You remember, do you not, how it was said 5 the olden days before 
woman suffrage that “if women had the vote,” they would never marry; that 
they would all be divorced at once; that they would no longer have children; 
that they would desert their large families and abide at the polling places, 
where they would be insulted; that the home, the backbone of the state, would 
be broken; that chivalry would die; the emotion of love perish; free love set 
in and humanity go on the rocks generally. It was even alleged that men 
would no longer give up their seats in the trolley cars or take their hats off 
in lifts when a women entered. But, Heaven be praised, none of these fearful 
results followed the extension of the franchise to women. 


With the ratification of the Susan B. Anthony Amendment, the anti- 
suffrage bogeyman crept silently into his sepulchre and for a time stayed there 
quietly. Now, hideous to relate, he has been resuscitated, dressed up anew 
with a blanket and an “opposed-to-Equal-Rights” hat band, and is at it again 
in his old grey night-mare, frightening the grown-up children. 

We hear the old noise reminiscently, “If the blanket Equal Rights Amend- 
ment goes through,” and then follows a veritable train of terrors, widowed 
mothers deprived of their pensions, no age-of-consent law, women working long 
nights and longer days with practically no wages, competition between hus- 
band and wife, too many wage earners, broken homes, free love and all the 
rest of it. A dire and dreadful prediction, but just as vacuous as were the 
pronouncements of the ghoul in his original habiliments. 

The blanket Amendment—after all, what is it? Merely a legal statement 
of an essential principle of justice—a peculiarly appropriate principle, more- 
over, to write into a constitution, for in no other way can it be made applicable 
to all ranges of human conduct. 

To claim that one “believes in Equal Rights” but is “opposed to the blanket 
Amendment” is to make language meaningless. Weeither believe in Equal 
Rights or we do not, for qualified or restricted “Equal Rights” is a verbal and 
mental anomaly. 

A funny thing, the human mind—a far more efficient organ for rationaliz- 
ing than for reasoning, especially in the case of those who pale and shudder at 
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Getting To Know Each Other 


N international aspect was given 
the Woman’s Party Headquarters 
in Washington during the past 
week when representative women from 
practically every country in the world, 
who were in Washington for the Interna- 
tional League Conference, visited the 
Woman’s Party Headquarters and held 
conference with the Woman’s Party lead- 
ers about the Equal Rights movement. 
The Woman’s Party had as its house 
guests during the Conference eight of 
these women leaders — women from 
France, Sweden, Germany and England. 


The first visitors were Dr. Anita Augs- 
purg and Lida Gustava Heymann of 
Munich. Dr. Augspurg is the most promi- 
nent pioneer. in Germany in the struggle 
for political rights for women, and was 
the first woman lawyer in Germany. Miss 
Heymann was the former vice-president 
of the Woman’s International League, 
and is considered the motor-power of the 
radical political woman movement in her 
country. 

Other guests who stayed at the Head- 
quarters were Dr. Margarete Stegman of 
Dresden, Madame Gabrielle Duchene and 
Marguerite Dumond of Paris, Mrs. Klara 
Ericsson and Hannah Wynbladth of 
Stockholm and Dorothy Evans of London. 

Dr. Stegman, who is a prominent prac- 
ticing physician in Dresden, is a member 
of the Upper House of the City Council of 
Dresden, and is one of the leaders of the 
Social Democratic Party in that city, as 
well as a distinguished feminist. 

Madame Duchene is one of the most 
noted workers in the interests of wage- 
earning groups in France, and was for a 
time the president of the Labor section 
of the National Council of Women. She 
is particularly well known for the many 
years she devoted in her attack against 
the “sweat-shop system.” In 1908 she 
founded one of the first working women’s 
productive co-operative societies, an or- 
ganization of lingerie workers, and one of 
the most exploited of woman’s industries 
in France. Later she organized a cam- 
paign in favor of legal regulation of the 
wages of women working in the home in 


the making of garments, flowers and 
feathers. 


NATIONALLY known journalist, 
opposed to the Woman’s Party 


program, stated not long ago in 
a national syndicated story that the 


Woman’s Party consisted of “a little band 
of professional fighters, ignorant both of 
labor and of law.” 

It is not merely a happy accident, but, 


Marguerite Dumond is a prominent 
feminist in France, and is now a member 
of the International Chamber of Com- 
merce, with headquarters in Paris. 

Mrs. Klara Ericsson and Hannah Wyn- 
bladth of Stockholm, have both been ac- 
tive workers in the suffrage movement in 


A Letter From One Of The 
Foreign Visitors 


To the Editor of Equal Rights: 
T has been the greatest imspira- 
tion to me to come into close 
touch with the Woman’s Party 
which has such a wonderful drive in it. 
I shall look forward eagerly to the ar- 
rival of “Equal Rights” giving me news 
not only of women in the United States, 
but in other countries, for it has a wide 
international tone. It is the only purely 
feminist paper in the world today, so far 
as I know. Such concentration and fo- 
cus is the way to win. 
Congratulations and good wishes, 
DOROTHY EVANS 


[Editor’s Note: Miss Evans is the 
secretary of the British Division of the 
Woman’s Internationa] League for 
Peace and Freedom.| 


Sweden; the latter, a well-known journal- 
ist, has written extensively on this sub- 
ject. 

Dorothy Evans of London is one of the 
younger women who helped speed the suf- 
frage work in England. For eight years 
she was an active worker in the suffrage 
fight in England and was imprisoned nine 
times. 

During the entire conference of the In- 
ternational Congress the Woman’s Party 
kept open house for the foreign delegates, 
and it became virtually their Headquar- 
ters while in Washington. On the last 
day of the conference the Woman’s Party 


Our Background 


By Elsie Hill 
Chairman of National Council of Woman’s Party 


I believe, an actual cause of their associa- 
tion in the Equal Rights Campaign, that 
so many of the Woman’s Party members 
have been actively interested for years in 
the labor movement, especially in its rela- 


Headquarters was in reality the garden 
spot of the world, when women from 
China, Japan, the Scandinavian coun- 
tries, Great Britain, France, Germany, 
Ukraine, Czecho-Slovakia, Italy, and Bel- 
gium chatted about the international rela- 
tionship of women in the feminist move- 
ment at the international reception held 
for them in the garden at Headquarters. 


Each one of the foreign visitors ex- 
pressed her sympathy with the campaign 
for the National Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. Among the interesting statements 
made by the visitors was one by Rosika 
Schwimmer of Hungary, which was typi- 
cal of the attitude of the visiting women. 
Madame Schwimmer said: 


“T have always worked for protec- 
tive labor legislation, demanding 
equal protection for men and women 
in industry. I have always worked 
against special legislation for wom- 
en, alleged to protect them, and for 
the absolute abolition of child. labor. 

“We of the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom are 
working for a new international or- 
der to secure world peace. This or- 
der must be based on reason and jus- 
tice. The recent International Con- 
gress held in Washington has formu- 
lated the objects of our League as 
follows: 


“The W. I. L. P. F. aims at bind- 
ing together women in every country 
who oppose all war and all prepara- 
tion for war, whether offensive or de- 
fensive, international or civil. 


“They believe in and work for: 


“1. Complete and universal disarm- 
ament on land, on sea and in the air; 
for the abolition of the hunger block- 
ade and of the prostitution of science 
for destructive purposes. 

“2. World organization for social, 
political and economic co-operation. 

“3. Social, political and economic 
equality for all without distinction of 
sex, race, class and creed. 


“4. Moral disarmament through 
education in the spirit of human 
unity and through the establishment 
of social justice. 


“This leaves no doubt that we, the 
members of the W. I. L., have to work 
for Equal Rights of men and women 
in industry as well as for all the 
other objects which are essential for 
world peace.” 


tion to women. For instance, the Na- 
tional Congressional Chairman, Maud 
Younger, many years ago lived for six 
years on the East Side of New York at the 
College Settlement and in a tenement. 
She was one of the early members, and for 
a time Treasurer of the Woman’s Trade 
Union League. She worked in New York 
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restaurants, joined the Waitresses’ Union, 
later took a traveling card back to her 
native city of San Francisco and then 
became President of the Waitresses’ 
Uuion and delegate from that union to the 
Central Labor body there. She was also 
a National Vice-President of the Consum- 
ers’ League and active in the fight for the 
California eight-hour law for women. 
Later, in New York, during the famous 
White Goods Strike, she was in charge of 
a strike hall, and was one of the many 
women arrested on the picket line main- 
tained during that strike. 

Lucy Branham of Maryland, Chairman 
of the Inez Milholland Memorial Com- 
mittee of the Woman’s Party, has made 
a study of labor conditions the subject of 
her work for a Ph.D. degree, and is now 
and has long been active in the Workere’ 
Education movement. 

Josephine Casey of Chicago, Chairman 
of the National Industrial Council of the 
Woman’s Party, has been an actual wage- 
earner all her life, a member of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, an organizer in 
the International Ladies’ Garment Work- 
ers’ Union, and an organizer in strikes like 
that of the Kalmazoo Corset Workers, the 
New York White Goods Workers. She 
has also been a member of the Elevated 
Employes’ Union. 

Florence Etheridge Cobb, now State 
Chairman of the National Woman’s 
Party branch in Oklahoma, was for sev- 
enteen years in Washington and four 
years in Oklahoma in the Federal Govern- 
ment Service, and when I first knew her 
she was leading the fight for the organi- 
zation of the National Federation of Fed- 
eral Employes, of which she became Vice- 
President. She is now a member of the 
Oklahoma Local Chilocco Federal Em- 
ployes’ Union. In addition she is a mem- 
ber of the Oklahoma Bar, and was for four 
years United States Probate Attorney, the 
only woman who has ever been a probate 
attorney in the United States, having 
* been appointed to this position by Presi- 
dent Wilson. 

And so one might name woman after 
woman who has lived out her belief that 
women in every occupation ought to have 
rights, powers, privileges and protection 
equal with men. 

Knowing through ten years of personal, 
as well as propaganda association with 
Alice Paul that she was not ignorant of 
labor and of law, I have quizzed her in 
particular as to the experience which she 
as a college girl sought in order to get 
first-hand information of the labor and 
legal problems of women. 

She graduated from Swarthmore—a co- 
educational Quaker college, in 1905. She 
won the College Settlement Association 
scholarship, and was a resident worker 


at the New York Settlement during the 
year of 1905-1906. During this residence 
she took the regular work of the 
New “Yurk School of Social Work, and 
received the diploma from the school in 


What Women Are Thinking 
By Helen Jerome 


In The Secret Of Woman, Published 
By Boni And Liveright, 1923 


re 4 A S far as man and woman 

are concerned, I believe 

that any question of su- 

periority or inferiority 

between them is ridiculous. They 

possess different qualities, differ- 

ent energies, different ideals. The 

art of life will be perfected when 

they have learned to yoke these 

differences selectively and har- 
moniously. 

“The achievements of women 
are comparatively non-existent 
when mentioned with those of 
men. It is scarcely four genera- 
tions since she began to emerge 
from the feudal and prefeudal 
ages in which man’s physical su- 
periority had confined her. So it 
is idle yet to discuss achievements. 
One cannot help wondering, how- 
ever, how far man would have 
gone in a like period had he worn 
the chains as long as she had 
done. 

“On the other hand, when one 
reviews the history of the world, 
recollecting such names as Semi- 
ramis, Boadicea, Cleopatra, Ju- 
dith, Esther, and remembering 
their deeds of heroism, any 
woman can be pardoned for won- 
dering what men have to show 
that is more glorious? Whence 
comes, in fine, this idea of 
woman’s inferiority, whence this 
antagonism between us? 

“The more I look on life and 
reflect upon its contradictions, 
the more certainly do I realize 
that the hope of the race lies with 
us. 


1906. During the summer of 1906 she was 
a visitor for the New York Charity Or- 
ganization Society. This was in the earli- 
est days of the organization of the Wom- 
an’s Trade Union League in New York, 
which was being carried on by Mary 
Dreier and Gertrude Barnum. When they 
went away for their summer vacation they 
left the work of the Woman’s Trade Union 
League partly in charge of the College 
Settlement, and Alice Paul, as a resident 
worker at the Settlement, had charge of 
working on their program for the organi- 
zation of milliners. 


In the fall of that year (1906) she went 


to the University of Pennsylvania to work 


for her master’s degree, with her major 
in sociology and her minors in economics 
and politics. 


Equal Rights 


During the winter, while working for 
her degree, she was a visitor for the 
Charity Organization Society of Phila- 
delphia. 

In June of 1907, a few days after get- 
ting her master’s degree, she sailed for 
Germany and spent the summer of 1907 
in Berlin, investigating social conditions. 
Daily she accompanied various German 
social workers on their regular tasks, 
studying thus the housing and labor con- 
ditions in Berlin. 

In the fall of 1907 she went to Birming- 
ham, England, to study at the Wood- 
brooke School for social and religious 
conducted by the Quakers at Woodbrooke, 
near Birmingham, having won one of the 
American scholarships to Woodbrooke, 
She studied also during this winter eco- 


nomics and sociology at the University of _ 


Birmingham. She worked several days a 


week during this winter for the Birming- 


ham Charity Organization Society as a 
visitor and was also one of the staff dur- 
ing the winter at the Summer Lane Set- 
tlement in Birmingham. Among her pro- 
fessors at Woodbrooke was J. St. John 


Heath, who was later warden of oo 


Hall. 


The long English winter holiday from | 
the Woodbrooke School Alice Paul spent «| 


in the Canningtown. Settlement, London.:>' 
During the holiday she also worked in an 


automobile tire factory, as well as helping 


in the settlement work in the evening. 


Alice Paul’s job in the factory was. the 
process of threading cords in the. tires, 
and involved standing all day at her; work. 
The workers were obliged to arise at 5 
A. M. and carry breakfast and Sar to 
the factory. 

At the end of the Winedieianhs School 
year in May she accepted a position for 


which she was sought, to assist the Secre- 


tary of the Dalston branch of the Charity 
Organization Society in London. 

While working in Dalston for the next 
few months she lived in the Christian So- 
cial Union Settlement i in Hoxton, London, 
maintained by radical churchmen. From 
there she went to Peele Institute (a 
Quaker institutional settlement in Clerk- 
enwell, London) and was in charge 
there of the work among women. Peele 
institute was not a residence settlement, 
and so she lived in an attic room in 
Clerkenwell overlooking St. Paul’s Cathe- 
dral. 


In October, 1908, she started the aca- 


demic year at the School of Economics of 
the University of London. 


house, Graham Wallas and G. Lowes Dick- 
inson. She also took the lectures given 
at the School of Economics by Sidney 
Webb, now a member of the er Labor 
Cabinet. 


At the close of the year at the Schoo] 


Among her. ‘ 
teachers were Westermarck, L. T. Hob- 
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of Economics she purchased her ticket to 
return to America, but was arrested on a 
suffrage deputation to Parliament, and 
eancelled her sailing. From that time 
(June, 1909) to January, 1910, she did 
nothing but suffrage work, all over Eng- 
land and Scotland, and then carried out 
her purpose of returning to America to 
get her doctor’s degree in philosophy on 
the thesis of the legal position of women 
in Pennsylvania. 

The years 1910-11, 1911-12 she spent 
working for her doctorate at the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, and was, during 
1911-12, a Fellow of the University, work- 
ing in sociology, economics and politics. 


After receiving her Ph.D. degree, she 


Detroit Branch Holds Meeting 
HE Detroit News gives the following 
account of a recent meeting of the De- 
troit branch of the Woman’s Party, at 
which plans were made for the annual 
state convention: 


“The Lucretia Mott Equal Rights 
Amendment is not aimed at men, but 
is as much for their protection as it is 
for women’s, Mrs. W. A. McGraw told 
the members of the Detroit branch of 
the Woman’s Party at a dinner meet- 
ing held at Dixieland Inn, Friday 
evening. 

“Mrs. Bertha Coon, president of the 
Detroit branch, announced that the 
annual ¢onvention of the Michigan 
branch of the Woman’s Party will be 
held May 16th at the Hotel Statler. 
The meeting will open with luncheon 
at 12.30, which will be followed by 
a national representative of the Party 
and Bishop Herman Page. 

“Former Judge Fred H. Aldrich 
also addressed the Party members in- 
formally.” 


New York Passes Five Equal Rights Bills 
HE New York state committee of the 
Woman’s Party reports that five of 

their Equal Rights Bills have passed the 

legislature and are awaiting the signature 
of the Governor. They are: 


An act giving the mother equal 
rights with the father to act as guard- 
ian of the property of their minor 
children. 

An act prohibiting discriminations 
in the pay of public school teachers 
on account of sex. 

Three acts equalizing the poor laws 
and code of criminal procedure in re- 
gard to the reliability of husband and 
wife for the abandonment of a depend- 
ent spouse or child without adequate 
support. 

All of these bills except the Teach- 
ers’ bill were introduced in the Senate 
by Frederick R. Davenport and in 
the Assembly by Victor R. Kaufman. 
The Teachers’ bill was introduced ~ 
Messrs. Antin and Cole: 


came to Washington in December, 1912, _ 


as chairman of the Congressional Com- 
mittee of the National Woman’s Suffrage 
Association. In 1913 there was founded 
the Congressional Union for Woman’s 
Suffrage (now known as the Woman’s 
Party), and Alice Paul became its na- 
tional chairman and held this position 
until the final suffrage victory in 1920. 
After the victorious eight years’ cam- 
paign for the Suffrage Amendment, Alice 
Paul turned to the books again and by 
studying summer and winter at two law 
schools at once she secured the degree of 
Bachelor of Laws at the Washington Col- 
lege of Law in 1922, at the same time di- 
recting the legal research and other work 


In the Field 


In commenting upon the passage of 
these bills, Fred Lee Woodson, New York 
state organizer, says: 


“Tt is interesting to note that more 
than half of these measures equalize 
the law by increasing the responsi- 
bility of the woman rather than by en- 


larging her rights.” 


Mrs. E. Whittic, State vice-chairman 


of the Woman’s Party, was invited 
through the courtesy of Mrs. Thomas J. 
Swanton of Rochester, to speak before the 
Democratic Women’s Club on Monday 
evening, April 14th, at the Hotel Seneca, 
in Rochester. Mrs. Whittic spoke on the 
Woman’s Party legislative program in 
New York, and was well received by a 
large audience. 

On Tuesday evening, April 15th, Mrs. 
Whittic was invited, through the courtesy 
of Miss Camille Irving, City Chairman at 
Rochester, to present the Woman’s Party 
program at a dinner given by the Wom- 
en’s Business and Professional Club of 
Rochester. More than three hundred 
members were present. Mrs. Whittic is 
well known in Rochester, where she or- 
ganized the Syracuse Alumna Association 
some years ago. 


Mrs. John Winters Brannan was hostess 
at a tea arranged by Miss Fred Lee Wood- 
son, New York organizer, at the New York 
headquarters, the delegates to the fourth 
International Congress of the Woman’s 
International League for Peace and Free- 
dom being the guests of honor. Miss 
Adelaide Stedman poured, assisted by 


Miss Sally McEwain of Canada. 


Those present were Mme. Duchene, who 
has been active in the cause of Equal 
Rights in France; Mme. Jouve of France; 
Fraulein Gertrud Baer of Germany, an- 
other advocate of Equal Rights; Mlle. 
Dumont of the International Chamber of 
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of the National Woman’s Party Equal 
Rights campaign. She is now studying 
at the University of Pennsylvania Law 
School for her master’s degree in law, and 
is writing her thesis on the Legal Position 
of Women in the United States. 


Different persons may draw different 
conclusions from the same general expe- 
rience, but there are few men or women 
not actually born into the labor move- 
ment who have made a more earnest and 
prolonged effort to know by experience 
and investigation what are the facts of 
the woman and labor movements and the 
legal background of these movements than 
have these and other leaders of the Wom- 


an’s Party. 


Commerce, Paris ; Mrs. Clarence M. Smith, 
State Chairman; Miss Winifred Lenihan, 
now playing the title role in Shaw’s 
“Saint Joan,” a recent acquisition to the 
Actresses’ Council; Mrs. John Jay White, 
Mrs. Robert Adamson, Mrs. Abram J. 
Rose, Mrs. Edward Thomas, Miss Doris 
Stevens and Mrs. Goldstein and others. 

Adelaide Stedman, secretary of the New 
York Committee of the Woman’s Party, 
will sail soon for Naples for four months 
in Italy, France and England. While 
abroad she will interview notable femi- 
nists in the interest of the Woman’s In- 
ternational Parliament. 


You 


Can Help the Equal Rights Campaign 
by Subscribing to Equal Rights 


Today 


Keep informed on the International and 
National Campaign for Equal Rights 


La Zelle—Hats 
1417 U Street 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Specializing in Remodeling and Copying 
Hats Out of the Ordinary 
Gowns Remodeled 


Belgian Art Embroidered Garments and 
Children’s Frocks 


Unusual Gifts 
= MRS. E. GILLESPIE 


1315 Connecticut Avenue Northwest 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Telephone Main 7478 
MIME-O-FORM SERVICE 


MULTIGRAPHING, MIMBOGRAPHING 
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PRINTING 


Special Ruled Blanks WASHINGTON, 


Back Numbers Wanted of Equal Rights 
25 cents each will be paid for all copies of issues 
Nos. 1 and 4, Vol. 1, of EQUAL RIGHTS. 
Send to 19 W. Chase Street, Baltimore, Md. 


The office would also like the following issues 
of Equal Rights for 1923 


Feb. 17 and 24—Mar. 3, 10 and 17—Nov. 24 
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Flowers And The ¢¢ A LL Japanese 
Women Of Japan people love 
flowers for what 
they mean. I was 
taught from baby- 
ae. hood that the plum, 
bravely pushing its 
blossoms through the snows of. early 
spring, is an emblem of duty through 
hardship and therefore a model to girls 
to grow modest, gentle and steadfast. The 
cherry is beautiful, and it never fades; for 
the lightest breeze scatters its still fresh 
and fragrant petals into another beauty 
of tinted, floating clouds, which again 
change to a carpet of delicate white-and- 
pink shells—like my teachers, always 
changing and always beautiful. 

“Though I now know that my first im- 
pressions of American womanhood were 
exaggerated, I have never regretted this 
idealization; for through it I came to 
realize the tragic truth that the Japanese 
woman—like the plum, modest, gentle and 
bearing unjust hardship without com- 
plaint—is little else than a useless sacri- 
fice, but the American woman—self-re- 
specting, untrammeled, changing with 
quick adaptability to new conditions— 
sends a glow of pleasure to every heart 
because her life, like the cherry, blooms 
in freedom and naturalness.” 


Two Million Dollar Fund 
Treasurer’s Report 


EDITH AINGE: Treasurer 
NETTIE TRAIL: Auditor: C. P. A. 


ECEIPTS of National Headquarters, 
December 7, 1912, to May 4, 1924, 
$1,253,395.05. 
Contributions, membership receipts and 
other receipts, May 4, 1924, to May 14, 


Etsu Inagaki 
Sugimoto in Asia, 


1924: 
Mrs. Alice Sessums Leovy, Col $10.00 
Mrs. Marie L. B. Baldwin, D.C aA 
Per New Jersey Branch: 

Mrs. Pauline Steinbreg.... 5.00 
Mrs. Olla I. Silver, Va 10 
Miss Elizabeth D. Wentz, N. J 1 
Mrs. Maurice M. Keyl, Pa a Sabtelin 1 
Mrs. Jonathan M. Steere, Pa 1 
Mrs. E. Saylor, Pa ; 1 
Mrs. Harriet R. Milinowski, N. 1. 
Miss Evelyn 'N. 1. 
Mrs. Stanley Groggins, N. ¥ 1 
Miss Mabel Van Dyke, D. C CBRL 5. 
Miss Zelda K. Schiller, N. 1. 
Dr. Cora Smith King, D. C 
Mrs. John Jay White, N. Y.... 25. 


Mrs. Margaret C. Goodman, 
Mrs. Edithe G. Douglas, D. 
Mrs. Henry B. McDouen, Va. ; ; 
Mrs. H. D. Reynolds, D. C.......... m 
Mrs. Morgan Armstron ng, Mo —_— 
Mrs. William Kent, C 
Per Michigan Branch: 
Mrs. W. K. Morley..... 
Mrs. Sarah A. Sampson 
Mrs. Bess M. Garner.... 
Mrs. Eva M. Hamilton 
Mrs. May Ross-Moore 
Miss Agnes Procter, D. C 
Per New York Branch: 
Miss Helen P. Denny..... 
Mrs. Edna Bilis 
Mrs. John Barny....... 
Miss Lily C. Jones 
Miss Winifred ‘Bonnell 
Mrs. Dana Brannan 
Mrs. Josephine M. Fabricant 
Mrs. Warner M. Van Norden 
Mrs. Maizie C. Goulston..... 
Mrs. Sarah Seaburn 
Miss Gertrude L. Nellis 
Miss Cryer.. 
Mrs. L. M. Fouts, D. C 
Miss M. Isobel Mallard, 
Mrs. Mildred Helfer, D. i 
Per Illinois Branch : 
Miss Louise Wachtet........ 
Mrs. Helena 8. Biddle 
Miss Mary Dutton 
Mrs. Robert Pebodie 
Miss A. Noyes.... 
Miss Catherine Lillie a 
Mrs. Pearl Robinson 
Miss Helen Hamilton 


bw 


Mrs. Helen K. Mead.... 
s. Cora L. Hyatt 


a 


Mrs. Joseph Struett.. 


Miss Millicent Kahlert 


Miss Georgina R. Kraft 


Mrs. J. BE. Strattman 


Mme. Amelia Conti 


Miss Constance Hasenstab 


Mrs. Fannie B. Zeisler 


Mrs. F, B. Stryker 


Mrs. Russell J. Poole 
Miss G. Laemmar 


Miss Anna A. Hoyer 
Mrs. Britton Budd 


Mrs. P. Bradford 


Mrs. Katherine D. Maulsby.. 
Mrs. M. Warren 


Miss Frances P. Hoyle 


Mrs. Roberta Grafford 


Mrs. Florence Suttle 


Miss Margaret A. Otis 


Miss Helena Betcher 


Mrs. H. G. Saida 


Mrs. EB. J. Buchan 


Mre R. Carr 


Mrs. Peterson 
Mrs. Gloor 


Miss Harriet Gloro 


Mrs. William G. Adkins 


Miss Ethel F. Kenney 


Miss Evelyn Francis 


Miss Ruth C. Swanson 


Miss May C. Fischer 


Miss Florence C. Quinn 


Miss Frances Thompson.......... 


Miss Mary J. Saunders 


Miss Alice Gerstenberg 


Mrs. Payson Nusbaum 


Mrs. Carrie Johnson 


Mrs. Fannie Bowers... 


Mrs. 8. J. Anderson 


Miss Mamie KE. Clark.....:.... 
Miss Ida B. Wells-Barnett... 


Mrs. D. 8S. Marks 


Mrs. A. D. Raff 


Mrs. Harriet Ransome 


Dr. E. Mary Lohman 


Miss Ruth L. Webb 


Mrs. F. G. Bell 


Mrs. T. W. Smith 


Dr. Anna G. Sagalov 


Dr. Clara M. Taylor 


‘Dr. Rebecca Honoka 


Miss Lydia Schiflersmith 


Mrs. BE. G. Schwuchow 


Mrs. G. Handwerk 


Miss Dorothy M. Madsen 
Mrs. A. Loster 


Mre. Emile Bentlick 


Mrs. Isabella McIntyre. 


Mrs. Rose A. Maginnis 


Mrs. W. Roberts 


' Mrs. W. 3. Brannum 


Mrs. Belle C. Baker 


Mrs. Agnes Baker DeClercque 


Mrs. W. D. Webster 


Mrs. J. Franklin O’Brien 


Miss Lotta Chatroop 


Mrs. Julie B. Scully.. 


Mrs. Dora Rapaport 


Miss Regina Wendman 


Mrs. Erva T. Marye 


Mrs. C. BE. Sharpnack 
Miss Ima Clarke. 


Mrs. Walter A. Scott 


Miss Blizabeth L. Jones.... 


Mrs. John G. Miller 


Miss Georgia W. Bell 


to 


Mrs. A. T. Sivyer 


Mme. M. J. Hosac 


Miss Oiranna M. Jennison.... 


Mrs. George B. Wood 


Miss Frances EB. Spooner 


Miss Catherine McLachlan 


Miss Marian World 


Miss Anna P. Vinton... 


Miss Phyllis BE. Buck 
Mrs. Rae P. Mendelsohn 


Dr. Emily Selby 


Mrs. Minnie J. Schachmer 


Miss Bertha Wolf 


Mrs. Julia Wolf 


Mrs. A. G. Nast 


Mrs. Charles Hoepfner 


Mrs. J. A. Betcher 


Mrs. Bertha Moller 


Mrs. B. A. Balkin 


Mrs. A. Olsen 


Miss Sarah E. Ames 


Mrs. Sadie Smith 


Miss Mary Camerford 
Miss Catherine O'Connell 


Mrs. W. BH. Schroeder 


Miss J. 1. Fellers 


Mre. Margaret V. Johnson 


Miss M. Austine Stanley. 


Mrs. Kittie Gunn 


Miss Maud Herrington 


Dr. Mary B. Newell 


Miss Marie Crowe 


Miss Etta C. Effier 


Mre. T. Vernette Morse 


Mrs. Laura Gradwell 


Miss Katherine M. Parker 


Miss Frances R. Duffey 
Miss Harriet C. Kahlert 


Mise Sophia Camemisch 
Mrs. William Vredenburgh 


Mre. Agnes Squire Potter 


Dr. Cornelia DeBay 


Miss Loretta Kennedy 


Miss Cordelia Warren 


Miss Esther Branch 


Mrs. Mabel Laughlin 


Miss Matilda Schaff 


Bale of literature 


Rent of rooms at Headquarters 


Total receipts, May 4 to 14, 1924.................. $675.66 


Total + eam December 7, 1912, to May 
14, 1024 


.$1,264,070.71 
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